blessed be he, “Lord of the ages! It is self-evident to you that when you 
told me to offer up Isaac, my son, I had a good answer to give you: 
Yesterday you said to me, “[E not displeased because of the lad and 
because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she 
tells you,] for through Isaac shall your descendants be named” (Gen. 
21:12) “‘And now you tell me: “[Take your son, your only son Isaac, 
whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah] and offer him there as a 
burnt offering [upon one of the mountains of which I shall tell 

you]” (Gen. 2:22). “*But I, God forbid, I did not [give you that 
answer], but I overcame my impulse and did what you wanted. Now 
may it be pleasing to you, O Lord my God, that when the children of 
Isaac, my son, come to a time of trouble and will have no one to speak 
in their behalf, you will speak in their behalf.’ “[And Abraham said], 
‘God will see [to the sheep for his burnt offering, my son. So they went 
both of them together (Gen. 22:8).’ You remember in their behalf the 
binding of Isaac, their father, and have mercy upon them.” What is 
written thereafter? “And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked 
behind, and behold, there was a ram [caught in a thicket by his horns; 
and Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt 
offering instead of his son]” (Gen. 22:13). 


XIII. YeERusHatmi Taanirt 2:5 


[A] For THE SECOND HE SAYS, ‘SHE WHO ANSWERED OUR FATHERS AT THE Rep SEA 
WILL ANSWER YOU AND HEAR THE SOUND OF YOUR CRY THIS DAY. BLESSED 
ARE You, O LORD, WHO REMEMBERS FORGOTTEN THINGS.” 


1. I:1: At the sea our fathers were divided into four parties. One of them 
said, “Let us throw ourselves into the sea.” One of them said, “Let us 
go back to Egypt.” One of them said, “Let us fight against them.” And 
one of them said, “Let us cry out against them.” To this one which 
said, “Let us fall into the sea,” Moses said, “Fear not, stand firm, and 
see the salvation of the Lord, [which he will work for you today; for 
the Egyptians whom you sec today, you shall never see again]” (Ex. 
14:13). To the one which said, “Let us go back to Egypt,” Moses said, 
“(Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will 
work for you today]; for the Egyptians whom you see today, [you shall 
never see again]” (Ex. 14:13). To the one which said, “Let us fight 
against them,” Moses said, “The Lord will fight for you [and you have 
only to be still]” (Ex. 14:14). To the one which said, “Let us cry out 
against them,” Moses said, “And you have only to be still” (Ex. 14:14). 


